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1 )D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Emerson U.S. Patent 5,074,263. Claim 1 
reads on Emerson as cited below. 

1 . (original) Methods for charging at least one combustion chamber of a 
spark-ignition combustion engine with fuel and air (abstract), at least one 
combustion chamber charge being produced during a shutoff phase of the internal- 
combustion engine (column 5 line 1-5), and being ignited when the internal- 
combustion engine is subsequently started, wherein, during the shutoff phase, at least 
one measure is taken to produce a high percentage of fuel vapor in the combustion 
chamber charge (column 7, line 37-46). 

10. (currently amended) A control unit for controlling the charging at least 
one combustion chamber of a spark-ignition combustion engine with fuel and air, at 
least one combustion chamber charge being produced during a shutoff phase of the 
internal-combustion engine and being ignited when the internal-combustion engine is 
subsequently started, wherein the control unit controls at least one of the methods as 
recited in Claim 1 (abstract). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 5, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Emerson in view of Brueggen et al . U. 
S. Patent 6,718,928. To the extent that Emerson does not 
expressly teach a metering of fuel in a power (work) stroke or a 
compression stroke, a valve delay, a compression increase when 
engine off or a compression decrease following start Brueggen 
teaches these limitations for the purpose of starting an engine 
without an electric starter (abstract; column 1 line 63 - column 
2 line 4; column 2 line 27-33; column 2 line 61 - 67; column 3 
line 29 - 38, column4, line 66 - colurmi 5 line 7) . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2, 3, 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to John P. 
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Hufty whose telephone number is 571-272-9966. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:00pm, Mon- Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stephen K. Cronin can 
be reached on 571-272-4536. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, . call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




